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Table 1. Bradford County demographic overview pre-2008. (Sources: US Census Bureau 2009, Bradford 
County 2004, Bradford County 2009, USDA 2009.) 

Total Population, 2009 61,375 people 

Total Land Area 740,897 acres 

Land in Agriculture, 2007 267,000 acres 

Land in Forest, 2007 388,048 acres 

Population Density, 2000 55 people/mi2 (rural) 

Population Growth Rate, 2000-2009 -2.6% 

Percent Population Identifying as White, 2000 97.5% 

Median age, 2005-2009 42.4 years 

Median household income, 2005-2009 $39,242 

Families below poverty, 2005-2009 11.2% 

Leading employment by sector, 2004 Manufacturing (1 in 10 jobs in the forest 
products industry) 

Education, health, and social services 

Leading revenue by sector, 2004 Agriculture (dairy and veal)  
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Towanda Daily Review, 2011 

Towanda Daily Review, 
2011 

Red “Hometown Heroes” banners were hung in downtown  
Towanda for two years (2008-2011).  The name of the family 
who paid for the banners was placed on the bottom.  

New blue banners paid for by a local gas 
company replaced the old banners in 2011. 
The name of the family was replaced by the 
gas company logo on the bottom of the 
banners. 

It’s our patriotic duty… 



Sign put up May 2011 in East Smithfield, Bradford County, PA 





Dirt road in Bradford County destroyed by heavy natural gas industry traffic during Spring 
thaw. (Obtained from PennDOT District 4) 

Roads & Traffic: Safety, Air Quality, Noise 
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Loss of Agricultural and Forest Land in  
Bradford County, PA  

2008 2011 







Kai Erikson, Everything in its Path: Destruction of 
Community in the Buffalo Creek Flood (1976)

“a blow to the basic tissues of social life that 
damages the bonds attaching people together 
and impairs the prevailing sense of 
communality” 

“works its way slowly and even insidiously into 
the awareness of those who suffer from it.” 

“It does not have the quality of suddenness 
normally associated with trauma, but it is a form 
of shock all the same.”

Collective Trauma 



“In a catastrophic age, trauma itself 
may provide the very link between 
cultures: not as a simple 
understanding of the pasts of others 
but rather, within the traumas of 
contemporary history, as our ability to 
listen through the departures we 
have all taken from ourselves.” 
Cathy Caruth writing about the debates within psychiatry, psychoanalysis, 
and sociology regarding the diagnosis, definition, and representation of 
trauma in Trauma: Explorations in Memory (1995).



Kingsley Farm

Before well pad. During well pad construction.
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Asylum Township, Bradford County, PA
2009
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